Introduction
Confabulations, defined as memory distortions consisting of production of statements incongruous to the subject's history and background (Dalla Barba, 1993) , have been observed in various conditions affecting the nervous systems, e.g., Korsakoff's disease, encephalitis, or head injury (Baddeley & Wilson, 1986; Dalla Barba, Cipolotti, & Denes, 1990 ) and may also be detected at the earliest stages of Alzheimer's disease (AD) (Greene, Hodges, & Baddeley, 1995) . Severe confabulatory phenomena are, however, not very frequent in early AD, and often only confabulatory tendencies or confabulatory instances elicited in response to testing procedures or specific contextual circumstances are observed in the earliest stage of this disease (Cooper, Shanks, & Venneri, 2006) . In an attempt to disentangle the neural causes behind the presence of this particular symptom in AD, a useful classification is that proposed by Kopelman (1987) , who distinguished 'spontaneous' from 'provoked' confabulations, with the
